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Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
It is a pleasure to write my first letter of the new academic year to you to highlight some of our successes over 
the previous academic year and some reminders of some key dates and arrangements in the coming weeks.  
 

Success Stories 
 

GCSE Examination Results 2019 
 
On 22nd August 2019 the boys collected their GCSE result. Again we have had some outstanding 
performances.  
 

 22 Grade 9’s 
 76 Grade 7-9 

 10 boys achieved at least 5 grades equal to or higher than a grade 7 

 8 boys achieved at least 5 grades equal to or higher than a grade 8 and 9. 
 
Well done to all of the boys and a big thank you to all the parents and carers who supported their sons(s) in 
their five years at West Hill School. 
 
Tanzania Expedition  
 
This summer, saw 33 West Hill Boys, undertake a ‘once in a lifetime’ expedition to the East African country of 
Tanzania.  The students engaged in community visits, where they learned some basic Swahili and cooked 
local dishes.   
 
During the month, our boys helped to paint classrooms, build houses, lay concrete floors and dig the 
foundations of a new school building.  They contributed to environmental conservation projects, trekked in 
the foothills of Kilimanjaro and ended the expedition on the edge of the warm, blue waters of Indian Ocean.   
 
They met Maasai and Chagga tribespeople, saw Giraffes, Zebras and Baboons in their natural habitats and 
donated gifts of pens and toys to the local children.  
  
The opportunity to travel to such a beautiful country and to help those who face such hardship, yet smile and 
laugh like they are the richest people in the world was a humbling and rewarding experience and one that our 
boys will never forget. 
 
(Write up provided by team leader Mr Carty) 
 
Drinks on Sale from School 
 
On 27th December 2018 the then Education Secretary Damien Hinds urged all schools to eliminate their use 
of single use plastics by 2022. 

Damian Hinds called on senior leaders in schools to stop using items such as plastic bags, straws, bottles 
and food packaging in favour of sustainable alternatives, and invited us to start a conversation with pupils 
about the effects discarded plastics have on the environment and wildlife. 

In light of this and to reduce our environmental impact, we have taken the decision to phase out the sale of 
bottled water and cartons of milk here at West Hill School. To enable your son(s) to have access to fresh 
drinking water throughout the day, over the summer we installed 3 additional fast-flow water fountains around 
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school. There is now adequate provision to enable all boys to fill up a re-usable bottle during the day, and 
this will be allowed before school and during breaks. We advise boys to bring to school a re-useable drinks 
bottle for this purpose. 
 
As you are aware drinks with high sugar content and or high caffeine content are not allowed in school. We 
have recently seen an increase in the number of boys choosing to bring such drinks into school. These 
drinks have been scientifically shown to have no benefit and are in fact detrimental to the health and 
concentration of young people. Therefore during the next few weeks the school may carry out random bag 
searches and any such drinks or large bags of sweets etc. found will be confiscated and will not be returned 
unless a parent/carer comes in to school and asks for their return. 
 
Key Dates 
 
Advanced Notice: Moving On Open Evening 6:00 – 8:00pm Thursday 26th September 2019 
 
School will close at 1.55 pm on Thursday 26th September.  Pupils having lunch between 1.25 and 1.55 pm 
(pupils in 9A and years 10 and 11 only) may leave the premises once they have had lunch.   This is the day of 
our Moving On Open Evening and it is important that school is well prepared and looking at its best for the 
large number of visitors that we expect.   
 
Many boys will be invited back to help during the evening and by finishing early it will give them ample time to 
get home and return to school before the event gets underway.   A waiting room will be made available for 
pupils whose parents would prefer their son to remain on the school premises until the normal closing time. 
 
Please note that there will be no parking on the school site except for those who require access arrangements. 
 
Calendar 2019 – 2020 
 
Please refer to our website for term dates this year and also the more detailed version of the whole school 
calendar to check for sports practices and fixtures, examination dates, parents’ evenings and any other 
important events concerning your son’s year.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

  
 
Mr. A. F. Harrison 
Headteacher 


