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EDEXCEL Religious Studies Spec B GCSE 

RELIGION & ETHICS 

RELIGION AND LIFE: Origins of the Universe and human 
life, Abortion, Euthanasia, Death and afterlife, Natural world. 

MARRIAGE & THE FAMILY: Marriage, Sexual relationships, 
Family, Contraception, Divorce and remarriage, Gender 
equality. 

RELIGION, PEACE & CONFLICT 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT: Justice, Good and evil and 
suffering, Aims of punishment, Forgiveness, Treatment of 
criminals, Death penalty. 

RELIGION, PEACE AND CONFLICT: Peace-making, 
Pacifism,  Just War Theory, Holy War, Weapons of mass 
destruction, Terrorism. 

 

Plus an in-

depth study 

of 2 religions 

(Islam and 

Christianity)  

Lessons are 
similar to those 

at present in 

Year 9 

100% exam 

2 papers at 

the end of 

Year 11 
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https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=kFV8xWFvq

vc&feature=emb_title 
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• The thematic element of the course makes up 50% of of the 
assessment and 50% is on religious beliefs and their application in the 
world today.  
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Understanding Empathy 

Analysis Evaluation 

Reflection 

Expression 

Investigation 

Interpretation 
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UCAS:  

https://www.ucas.com/job-subjects/religious-studies

 

https://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/news/gcse-pupil-on-
religious-education-in-modern-britain/

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/jun/07/subject-guide-
religious-studies-theology
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Student Reponses 

I was worried that GCSE 

RE would be all about 

religion and that we’d be 
sat reading the Bible 

every lesson. It’s actually 
really interesting and I 

have enjoyed the 

discussions and debates. 

I wasn’t sure whether 
I’d made the right 

choice with RE but it is 

now my favourite 

subject! We have done 

lots of creative lessons 

like junk modelling and 

group projects. 

RE has given me the 

opportunity to discuss 

my views on important 

topics such as 

euthanasia and the 

death penalty. 

Ex-student 

responses 
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"Doctors at the General Assembly" Waldo Jaquith
CC BY-SA 2.0

"US nuclear weapons test at Eniwetok in 1956" International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons CC BY-NC 2.0

"Christian Stone Cross" Ian Britton CC BY-NC 2.0

"Islamic books" Maymona CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

"Cumbria police car" 28704869 CC BY 2.0
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