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AQA GCSE English Language

• Reading unseen fiction

• Writing imaginatively –
description and narrative

• Reading and comparing 
unseen non-fiction

• Writing non-fiction –
argument writing

AQA GCSE English Literature

• Shakespeare play: 
Macbeth

• C19 novel: Dickens A 
Christmas Carol

• C20 play: JB Priestley An 
Inspector Calls

• Poetry on power and 
conflict

• Unseen poetry
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AQA Language Paper 1
1hr 45

• Reading questions on 
unseen fiction

• Imaginative writing 
task

AQA Language Paper 2
1hr 45

• Reading questions on 2 
non-fiction pieces

• Non-fiction writing task

AQA Literature Paper 1
1hr 45

• Macbeth essay
• A Christmas Carol essay

AQA Literature Paper 2
2hrs 15

• An Inspector Calls essay
• Essay comparing 2 of 15 

poems
• Essay on 2 unseen poems
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Example Language questions Example Literature question
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English Language

• Language and structure terms.

• The features of different types of 
writing.

• Reading challenging texts – fiction 
and newspapers

• Practice planning and writing 
exam answers under timed 
conditions

English Literature

What?

• Plot, characters, key themes 
and ideas

How?

• Key quotations, language 
techniques, some analysis of 
writers’ choices.

Why?

• How writers use the plot and 
characters to explore ideas and 
present ideas to their readers.
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UnderstandingEmpathy

AnalysisEvaluation

Reflection

Expression

Investigation

Interpretation
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https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-
with-my-degree/english

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/english
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• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702

https://www.westhillschool.co.uk/page/?title=English&pid=107

hazzelby@westhillschool.co.uk
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