
 
 

Year 7 Reading Canon 

 
Fiction section  

  
Author BAI 

 
-Empathy 

-School 
-Mental health  

-Family 
 

 
Fiction section  

  
Author PAL 

 
-Inclusive 

-Friendships 
-Bullying 

 

 
Fiction section  

  
Author BUT 

 
-Adventure 

-Family grief 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Fiction section  
 

Author JOH 
 

-Sport/Football 
-Human rights 

-Hopes/Dreams 
 
 

 
 
Fiction section  

  
Author JAC 

 
-Greek Myths 

-Adventure 
-Fantasy 

 
 

 
 
Fiction section  

& Graphic Novel 
  

Author COL 
 

-Survival 
-Mystery 

-Adventure 
 

 
Fiction & 

Classics section  
 

Author STE 
 

-Adventure 
-Fantasy 

-Historical 
fiction 

 
Fiction section 

& Graphic 
Novel 

  
Author GAI 

 
-Ghost Story 

-Mystery 
-Fantasy 

 

 
Non-Fiction 

  
100 section 

 
-Wellbeing 
-Inspiring 

-Resilience 

 
Fiction 
section  

 
Author COT 

 
-Humour 

-Adventure 
-Crime 

-Friendship 

 
Sport section 
& Non-fiction  

  
Author RAS 

 
-Motivation 
-Inspiration 

-Sport 

 
Non-Fiction  

  
LGBTQ+ section 

 
-LGBTQ+ 
-Inspiring 
-History 

 



 
 

Year 8 Reading Canon 

 
Fiction section 

  
Author SEP 

 
-Thriller 

-Historical fiction 
-Power 
-Spies 

 
Fiction 
section  

  
Author WHE 

 
-Gangs 
-Family 

-Survival 
-Teen choices 

 
Fiction section  

  
Author NES 

 
-Horror 

-Fantasy 
-Magic 
-Death 

 
Fiction section  

 
Author FIN 

 
-Family 

-Coming of age 
-Acceptance 

-Humour 

 
Fiction 
section  

  
Author COL 

 
-Crime 
-Magic 

-Adventure 
-Fantasy 

 
Fiction section  

 
Author TOR 

 
-Animal 

-Adventure 
-Hope 

-Climate change 

 
Fiction & 

Classics section  
 

Author ORW 
 

-Dystopia 
-Sci-Fi 

-Politics 
-Rebellion 

 
Fiction section  

 
Author NIE 

 
-Family 
-Death 

-Acceptance 
-Real life 

issues 

 
Non-Fiction   

  
900 section 

 
-Biography 

-Environment 
-History 
-Activist 

-Education 

 
Fiction section  

 
Author LAI 

 
-War 

-Politics 
-Adventure 

-Danger 

 
Non-fiction  

  
100 section 

 
-Motivation 
-Inspiration 

-Teens 
-Wellbeing 
-Resilience 

 
Non-Fiction  

  
LGBTQ+ section 

 
-LGBTQ+ 
-Inspiring 
-History 

 

 



 
 

Year 9 Reading Canon 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Fiction section  
  

Author HOR 
 

-Fantasy Series 
-Adventure 

-Mystery 

 
 

Fiction section  
  

Author ALM 
 

-Nature 
-Hope 

-Humanity 
-Fantasy 

 
 

Fiction section  
  

Author CAS 
 

-Mystery 
-Murder 

-Forgiveness 
-Guilt 

 
 

Fiction section  
 

Author BLA 
 

-Sci-Fi 
-Adventure 
-Time travel 

-Survival 
 

 
 

Fiction section  
  

Author NES 
 

-Sci-Fi 
-Dystopian 
-Fantasy 

-Adventure 
-War 

 
 

Fiction section  
 

Author HAD 
 

-Animals 
-Death 

-Mystery 
-Autism 

 

 
 

Fiction & 
Classics section  

 
Author LEE 

 
-Coming of age 

-Racism 
-Discrimination 

-Historical fiction 
 

 
 

Fiction section  
 

Author JAC 
 

-Mystery 
-Thriller 
-Crime 

-Music/Popstar 
-Fame 

 

 
 

Non-Fiction  
  

900 section 
 

-Biography 
-Education 

-Politics 
-Feminism 

 

 
Fiction section  

 
Author ZEP 

 
-War 

-Refugees 
-Family/Love 

-Asylum 

 
Non-fiction  

  
100 section 

 
-Wellbeing 

-Mental health 
-Psychology 

-Skills 
-Real life issues 

 
Non-Fiction  

  
LGBTQ+ 
section 

 
-LGBTQ+ 
-Inspiring 
-History 

 
 



 
 

 

Key Stage 3 Recommended Reading List 
 

Genre and Author Title 
General Fiction 
Blackman, Malorie    
Erskine, Kathryn   
Fraillon, Zana     
Ibbotson, Eva    
Laird, Elizabeth    
Lake, Nick     
Pallacio, R J     
Sachar, Louis     
 

 
Noughts and Crosses 
Mockingbird 
The Bone Sparrow 
Journey to the River Sea 
Welcome to Nowhere 
Satellite 
Wonder 
Holes 

Graphic Novels 
Alexander, Kwame                    
Blabey, Aaron       
Horowitz, Anthony                    
Kibuishi, Kazu                              

 
Booked 
The Bad Guys (series) 
Alex Rider (series) 
Amulet (series) 
 

Adventure/Fantasy 
Colfer, Eoin     
Cowell, Cressida    
Cooper, Susan    
Gaiman, Neil     
Horowitz, A.     
Ibbotson, E     
Landy, Derek     
Ness, Patrick     
Nix, Garth     
Paolini, Christopher    
Paver, Michelle    
Riordan, Rick     
Rowling, J K  
Ryan, Chris     
Snicket, Lemony    
Sparkes, Ali     
Tolkien, JRR     
 

 
Artemis Fowl (series) 
How to Train Your Dragon 
King of Shadows 
The Graveyard Book 
Stormbreaker (Alex Rider series) 
The Secret of Platform 13 
Skulduggery Pleasant 
A Monster Calls 
Sabriel 
Eragon 
Ghost Hunter 
Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief (series) 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (series) 
Agent 21 (Agent 21 series) 
The Bad Beginning (A Series of Unfortunate Events series) 
Shapeshifter Series 
The Hobbit 

Crime/Thriller/Horror 
Bradford, Chris                           
Cassidy, Anne    
Gaiman, Neil     
Green, Sally     
Grisham, John    
Higson, Charlie    
Priestley, Chris    

 
Bodyguard Series 
Looking for JJ 
Coraline 
Half Lost & Half Wild 
Theodore Boone 
Silverfin (Young Bond series) 
Tales of Terror from the Tunnel’s Mouth 



 
 

Sedgwick, Marcus    
Shan, Darren     
 

Kiss of Death 
Cirque du Freak 

Science Fiction 
Collins, Suzanne    
Dashner, James    
Roth, Veronica   
Scarrow, Alex    
Walden, Mark    
 

 
The Hunger Games (trilogy) 
Maze Runner (series) 
Divergent (trilogy) 
Time Riders (Time Riders series) 
Earthfall 

Historical Fiction 
Boyne, John    
Breslin, Theresa    
Gavin, Jamila     
Magorian, Michelle    
Pullman, Philip    
Zusak, Markus    
 

 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Remembrance 
Coram Boy 
Goodnight Mr Tom 
The Ruby in the Smoke (Sally Lockheart series) 
The Book Thief 

Classics/Modern Classics 
Dahl, Roald     
Kipling, Rudyard    

 
Matilda 
The Jungle Book 
 

Autobiography/Non-Fiction 
Bolt, Usain     
Frank, Anne     
Jina, Devika                                  
Thunberg, Greta                         
Yousafzai, Malala                        
 

 
Faster Than Lightning: My Story 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
The Extraordinary life of Greta Thunberg 
The Climate Book 
I am Malala 

 
 


